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Thank You
Wamso gratefully acknowledges the many individuals, organizations and corporations that have supported 

its signature Kinder Konzerts program over the years. Kinder Konzerts in Orchestra Hall reaches over 7,000 

children, teachers and parents each year; provides training for 300 teachers and has over 60 volunteers that 

give 2,100 hours each year to this program.

A special thank you to the Wamso volunteers who make this program possible.

	 WAMSO Education Directors	 Kinder Konzerts Docent Coordinators
	 Katie Lundeen and Hue Alexander	 Mary Cohen and Sharon Villesvik

Vintages of Note 2011 Fund-a-Need Supporters
The Fund-a-Need drive at Vintages of Note 2011 allows WAMSO to increase the number of concerts provided 
to the Minneapolis and St. Paul school districts. Thanks to the generosity of the following individuals, Kinder 
Konzerts on the Road will be performing Max Found Two Sticks at four inner city schools.  
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VI. Learn about Composers

Composers create music and write down their musical ideas so that other musicians can re-create the sounds they 
hear in their heads. When you listen to music in your classroom, be sure to mention the name of the composer. 
Tell something about when and where he or she lived.

Mama Don’t Allow was written by the composer David Kechley. He’s a living, working composer who also teaches 
at a university. Here’s a little more information about him:

	� Since the 1968 premiere of Second Composition for Large Orchestra by the Seattle Symphony, David 
Kechley has produced works in all genres, which have been commissioned and performed throughout 
the USA and abroad by the Minnesota Orchestra, Boston Pops, Cleveland Orchestra, Seattle Symphony, 
Louisville Orchestra, North Carolina Symphony, Vermont Symphony, Charlotte Symphony, Colorado 
Symphony, United States Military Academy Band, Mistral Saxophone Quartet, Kronos String Quartet, Lark 
Quartet, Minneapolis Guitar Quartet, Vienna Saxophone Quartet, among others.

	� Born in Seattle, Washington in 1947, David Kechley was educated at the University of Washington, 
Cleveland Institute of Music, and Case Western Reserve University.

VII. Listen to Other Kinder Konzert Repertoire

Mama Don’t Allow is the featured piece on this year’s program. Children will get to hear the ensemble play some 
other pieces too. Here’s this year’s program.

	 Take the A Train, Ellington/Strayhorn

		�  This fast, jazzy piece might remind us of the 
music Miles and the Swamp Band play during 
the party on the riverboat.

	 An American Spiritual, TBD, arr. Gerike

	�	�  This piece, a world-premiere arrangement of 
an American spiritual created just for Kinder 
Konzerts, will be slow and relaxed, like the 
music Miles plays as he walks home at the 
end of the story.

	 The Sun�ower Slow Drag, Joplin

	�	�  We’ll find many different ways of waving 
good bye to this rhythmic piece, played at 
the very end of the concert.
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Resources

Listening Lists

Use music as a soundtrack in the classroom. Here’s a list of great pieces for daily activities.

Pieces with a faster tempo, good for energetic dancing:

	 •	 Brahms, Hungarian Dance No. 5 in g minor (alternates between fast and slow)

	 •	 Bartok, Rumanian Folk Dances: V. Poarca Romanesca

	 •	 “Mercury, the Winged Messenger” from The Planets, Gustav Holst

	 •	 “Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity” from The Planets, Gustav Holst

	 •	Symphony No. 4 in f minor, IV. Allegro con fuoco, Peter Tchaikovsky

	 •	 “Hoe-Down” from Rodeo, Aaron Copland

	 •	 “Aviary” from Carnival of the Animals, Camille Saint-Saens

	 •	Vergnugungszug (“Journey Train” or “Pleasure Train”), Johann Strauss II

Pieces with a slower tempo, good for naptime:

	 •	Debussy, Clair de Lune or Arabesque

	 •	Chopin, any of the Nocturnes

	 •	Symphony No. 9 in e minor “From the New World”, II. Largo, Antonin Dvorak

	 •	 “Corral Nocturne” from Rodeo, Aaron Copland

	 •	 “Nimrod” from Enigma Variations, Edward Elgar

	 •	 “Saturn, the Bringer of Old Age” from The Planets, Gustav Holst

	 •	Symphony No. 5 in e minor, II. Andante Cantabile, Peter Tchaikovsky

Collections especially good for young listeners:

	 •	Carnival of the Animals, Camille Saint-Saens

	 •	A Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra, Benjamin Britten

	 •	Peter and the Wolf, Sergei Prokofiev

	 •	Mother Goose Suite, Maurice Ravel
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Websites

There are many wonderful interactive websites that promote music education. Here’s a sampling:

www.playmusic.org 
“Take a Seat in the Orchestra” to learn more about each of the instruments, hear sound clips and play games.

www.childrensmusic.org 
Some general teaching tips for non-musicians who are teaching music in their classroom.

www.kididdles.com 
A catalog of songs for use in the early childhood classroom. Arranged by category, ad includes sound clips 
and lyric sheets.

www.songsforteaching.com 
Another catalog of songs for early childhood. Includes sound clips and lyric sheets.

www.prekinders.com/classicalmusic.htm 
Great ideas for listening activities using classical music from the orchestral repertoire.

www.neng.usu.edu/ece/faculty/wheeler/NIU/Alpha.htm 
A huge alphabetical list of instruments from around the world with pictures and sound clips. 
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Books

Books are also a wonderful way to increase exposure to the wide world of music. Here’s a non-comprehensive 
list to get you started. 

Ardley, Neil. Music. An Eyewitness Book. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1989.

	� The main focus is the story of instruments, ancient and modern. Though the text is aimed at elementary 
school children, the photographs and diagrams are large and colorful.

Flanagan, Barbara. Ovation. Minneapolis: Minnesota Orchestral Association, 1977.

	� This book, by a well-known Minneapolis newspaper columnist, is a pictorial essay on the history of the 
Orchestra and Orchestra Hall. The many photographs of the Hall and surrounding downtown area will 
prepare children for what they will see.

Garriel, Barbara S. I Know a Shy Fellow Who Swallowed a Cello. Honesdale, PA: Boyds Mills Press, 2004.

	 A musical take-off on the old woman who swallowed a fly.

Hausherr, Rosemarie. What Instrument Is This? New York: Scholastic Inc., 1992.

	 In the format of a guessing game, this book is full of photographs of real people playing instruments.

Hayes, Ann. Meet the Orchestra. San Diego: Harcourt Brace and Company, 1991.

	 The musicians are animals in this illustrated book.

Helsby, Genevieve. Those Amazing Instruments! With CD: Your Guide to the Orchestra Through Sounds and 
Stories. Napervile, IL: Sourcebooks, Inc., 2007.

Hyslop, Sandra. Minnesota Orchestra at One Hundred. Minneapolis: Minnesota Orchestral Association, 2003. 

	 Another great resource for pictures of the Orchestra and Orchestra Hall.

Kremetz, Jill. A Very Young Musician. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1991. 

	� A picture essay about a ten-year-old trumpet player who loves music. A good way to introduce ideas about 
what happens when children take music lesson.

Kuskin, Karla. The Philharmonic Gets Dressed. New York: Harper and Row, 1986. 

	� A charming story of how members of the orchestra lead lives just like anyone else, but get ready to go to 
work in their own special way.
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McPhail, David. Mole Music. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1999.

	 A heartwarming book about how music can enhance and transform lives.

Moss, Lloyd. Zin! Zin! Zin! A Violin! New York: Simon and Schuster, 1996. 

	 Vivid illustrations and a whimsical story.

Paker, Josephine. I Wonder Why Flutes Have Holes: And Other Questions about Music. New York: Kingfisher, 1995. 

	 A question and answer book with a mix of realistic illustrations and engaging cartoons. 

Turner, Barbara J. Out and About at the Orchestra. Minneapolis: Picture Window Books, 2002.

	� A charming book about a field trip to an orchestra that talks about the different sections of the orchestra 
and sound in a performance hall.
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Musical Instruments at Kinder Konzerts
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Glossary of Musical Terms

Accent	 A stress or emphasis in the music 

Air ducts	 Large pipes at Orchestra Hall for cooling and heating 

Applause	 Clapping to say “thank you” to the performers

Audience	 The group of people who watch a concert, play, etc. 

Auditorium	 Large room with seats for an audience and stage for performers

Backstage	 Area behind the stage where performers and crew get ready for a concert

Bow	 A special way that performers respond to audience applause

Bravo	 An Italian word that audiences shout when they really liked the music

Concert	 An event where music is played for a group of listeners 

Cubes	� An acoustical feature in the walls and ceiling of Orchestra Hall designed to aid in mixing and 
distributing sound

Intermission	� A time between musical selections when the audience can stand up and stretch or go to  
the lobby

Microphone	 Electronic device that changes sound waves into electronic impulses

Minnesota	 Ninety seven professional musicians who perform more than 200 concerts each

Orchestra	 year at Orchestra Hall and at other sites throughout Minnesota and the world

Musicians	 People who make music 

Orchestra	� A group of musicians who play together using instruments from four families: string, brass, 
woodwind and percussion

Perform	 To sing, dance, act or play an instrument for others 

Ring	� The hallways at Orchestra Hall that provide soundproofing between corridors the lobby and the 
auditorium at Orchestra Hall

Stage	� A special raised platform in an auditorium where performers play music, dance, etc., for an 
audience

Steady beat	 The basic pulse of the music

Tone color	 The quality or character of sound from an instrument or voice
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Becoming a WAMSO Kinder Konzerts Docent is the perfect way to combine a love of music and 

children! Docents introduce four- and five-year-old children to instruments, sounds and rhythms 

through hands-on experimentation in a Sound Factory. Volunteer docents also lead children to the 

Orchestra Hall stage for a concert with an ensemble of Minnesota Orchestra musicians, designed 

especially for children. Visit www.wamso.org today to find the position description and to download 

the docent application.

Put a smile on the face of a child.  Become a Kinder Konzerts Docent!  

Cellos, violins, slide whistles and more!   

Come and join the fun with our 4- and 5-year-old friends!

2 Color
black
PMS 5545

1 Color
black
40% black

1 Color
black

White
Reverse

WAMSO—Minnesota Orchestra Volunteer Association
1111 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN  55403 

wamso.org | wamso@mnorch.org | 612-371-5654  



www.wamso.org

Music Education
Kinder Konzerts brings the magic of music to 

area preschoolers, with musical compositions 

created just for them! The program includes 

music learning activities and a performance 

by a Minnesota Orchestra ensemble. 

Kinder Konzerts on the Road packs up 

instruments and, along with a Minnesota 

Orchestra ensemble, travels to metro area 

schools. Fashioned after Kinder Konzerts, 

this program reaches children who may not 

otherwise have the magical experience at 

Orchestra Hall. 

Pre-Concert Lobby Activities with the 

Minnesota Orchestra gives the entire 

family hands on musical experiences prior 

to selected family concerts. Join WAMSO 

volunteers for music education activities 

where young and old will have a great time 

learning! 

Young Artist Competition brings dedicated 

young musicians embarking on an orchestral 

musical career to Orchestra Hall to compete 

for prizes, scholarships, and an opportunity 

to perform with the renowned Minnesota 

Orchestra. 

Accent – Music Appreciation for Adults 

takes Minnesota Orchestra concerts to new 

heights with an intimate gathering including 

an orchestra member, sharing the music and 

comments about their performance in an 

upcoming concert. 

Special Events
Vintages of Note is a distinctive annual 

celebration of wine, food and music that 

benefits WAMSO – Minnesota Orchestra 

Volunteer Association’s award-winning 

children’s music education programs. 

Settings of Note is a unique silent auction of 

exquisite table settings, designed by notable 

Twin Cities designers, and is followed by 

a luncheon and spring fashion show – all in 

support of the Minnesota Orchestra.

These programs would not happen without 

the leadership and assistance from WAMSO 

members and volunteers. Join the fun, make 

new friends, and bring the beautiful music 

of the Minnesota Orchestra to hundreds of 

children and adults. Share the Music!

For more information on programs,  

events, membership and volunteering,  

visit www.wamso.org  

or call 612-371-5654

Providing musical experiences for all ages


